Changing attitudes toward management of cancer of the colon and rectum.
Changes in the attitudes of surgeons toward the management of cancer of the colon and rectum over a 5-year period were assessed by analysis of responses of general surgeons to a 21-item questionnaire on colon cancer from 1978 and 1983. Comparisons of the responses revealed that the use of routine preoperative liver scans has decreased from 57 to 45 per cent. Transanal resection of villous adenoma of the rectum is used more often (44% in 1983 versus 34% in 1978). For obstructing carcinoma of the colon, a two-stage procedure is used more often, with 46 per cent of the respondents in favor of this approach in 1983 compared with 29 per cent in 1978. The use of staplers for colon anastomoses following resection has also increased with 44 per cent surgeons in 1983 using this technique always or frequently compared with 21 per cent in 1978. Following anterior resection, 66 per cent of respondents in 1983 seldom or never use a transverse colostomy (54% in 1978). The number of surgeons closing the perineal wound over suction drains following an abdominoperineal resection has increased from 46 per cent (1978) to 63 per cent in 1983. Sphincter-saving procedures for carcinoma of the rectum are used by a large number of surgeons in 1983 (29% versus 9% in 1978). An increase is noted in the use of preoperative radiation therapy for selected cases of rectal cancer (53% in 1978 to 68% in 1983).(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)